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Executive Summary

Five years agohe last remainingpopulation of redcockaded woodpecke(®CW)n southeast Alabama
had all but disappearedin cooperation with a conservatieminded landowner, a plan was put into
motion toreverse the decline of thiemnantpopulation Only bur active RCW clusters persisted on
Sehoy and Enon plantationden aPrivate Stewardship Graptovided foran aggressive program of
habitat management, including prescribed fire, cavity provisioning, and translodetionarger
populations The results have been remarkabMineteenactiveRCWelustersexistedin June2011, a
nearly 400 percenincrease with atotal of 75 RCWs on the combined properti€ince 2006144
artificial cavities were provisione84 birds were translocated from larger populations, &fichicks
fledged. Prescribed burning averagedawl2,000 acres per yeaPending adequate fundinghis
populationshouldcontinue to expand anchove toward stabilityat 30 or so groups

In the spring of 2008, the endangered American chaffs&etiwalbea americanavas discovered on
Sehoy Plantation. This endangered species is knoday only from17 distinct populationén eight
southeasterrstates, andalthough it historically occurred in Baldwin County, Alabatima,Sehoy
population is the onlypneknown to pesist inthe state In 2010, the grant funded additional surveys
that resulted in the discovery of several hundred more plants at multiple site€Sehoy Enon
Plantationpotentially supports this rare plant as well, and further surveys are needed.
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Background

In 2005, the Alabama Forest Resources C@ERC3ubmitted a proposal to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Sevice (USFWS) to fund a myBar, multispecies, regional restoration and recovery strategy for the
longleaf pine ecosystem, building from the core of the only remainingcosttaded woodpecker (RCW,
Picoides borealjgpopulation extant on noffiederal lands in southeastern Alabama. The USFWS Private
Stewardship Grants Program awardgt13,795.00with an additiona$227,355.0Q0 be provided by a
non-federal match. This report documents the success of thgesax effort.

Enon and Sehoy plantations total more than 27,000 acres and provide over 12,000 contiguous acres of
good to excellent potential RCW nesting and foraging habitat. Although historic records are sketchy, six
RCW groups likely existed (one on Sehoy, fivErmon) in 2002, but only four clusters were still occupied

in 2005 and 2006. It was recognized that provisioning of artificial cavities and translocation of juvenile
RCWs were the only requisites lacking to begin restoration of a minimum of 50 groupd/dbRds

extensive landscape. Conservation easements totaling nearly 18,000 acres (including hardwood
bottomlands and other habitats) limit future subdivision of these properties and provide an extensive
land base for ecological restoration.

The fire maintained longleaf pineRinus palustrisbunchgrass ecosystems of the southeastern United
States have declined from the once dominant vegetative community type covering an estimated 90
million acres to less than 3 million acres today. As a result optbi@pitous decline in longleaf pine
communities, numerous specialized species of plants and animals that require timgafir&ined
system have suffered parallel declines and are now of great conservation concern.

Numerous initiatives have been dewpkd and are now being implemented on state and federal lands

to restore the once vast acreages of longleaf pine communities and the concomitant recovery of
numerous imperiled species. While these efforts are essential to the recovery of many imperiled
species, public lands alone will not provide the necessary land base or geographical distribution required
to achieve recovery for many species of greatest conservation concern. It is well documented that the
majority of federally listed threatened and emuigered species utilize habitats on private lands for a
significant portion of their needs, including some species that are found exclusively on private lands.

One notable exception to the loss of fireaintained pine communities in the southeastern Udite

States can be found on the quail hunting plantations, particularly in southern Georgia, southeast
Alabama, and northwest Florida, which avoided the great land use changes that have accounted for the
loss of millions of acres of habitat during the pasd ¥&ars. Many of the imperiled species associated

with these firemaintained communities have found refuge on the large expanses of intensively
managed quail plantation lands. The quail plantations of southwest Georgia are one of the most
prominent exampes of how endangered species recovery can take place on private lands. The RCW has
been chosen as an umbrella species for recovery of the longleaf pine ecosystem (i.e., recover the RCW
and you will likely have recovered many other imperiled ecosystenpooents). Proactive land
management coupled with the regulatory flexibility and incentives providestdig and federal

agenciesas secured the Red Hills region of Georgia and Florida as the largest population of RCWSs on
privatelands. This RCW population has already provided indispensable support to recovery of this



endangered bird. Efforts are underway to emulate the Red Hills model in other states in the South,
including this initiative in southeast Alabama. The extensiigl dqunting plantations in the Union
SpringsHurtsboro area of southeast Alabama (Barbour, Bullock, Macon, and Russell counties) have the
potential to be a very important component for recovery of numerous imperiled species including the
RCW.

A consortum of interested parties was convened in 2005, including representatives from state and
federal government, nogovernmental organizations, private natural resources consultants, and private
landowners from the area. Discussions among this group idetifie enormous potential for recovery

of numerous imperiled community types, species, and ecological processes on the quail hunting
plantations in the Union Springdurtsboro area (Figure 1).

Large plantation owners in the area account for over 70,008sacf intensively managed, fire
maintained pine woodlands (Figure Zmaller quail plantations account for approximatdi§,000
additionalacres. One contiguous block of quail plantations covers over 45,000 acres near the Union
SpringsHurtsboro area.Thousands of acres are currently considered good to excellent examples

Figurel. Private Quail Plantations of the Union Springirtsboro Area and Nearby Public Lan@sta from Theron Terhune)

































